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COLUMN

OPEN LETTERS
Dear Gym Rats
By Nick Gast

Dear gym rats,
Let’s get one thing out of the way right now: I am not a bodybuilder.
Never have been. As my mother so delicately puts it, I’m what you’d
call “wiry.” You’ve probably seen more meat on a chip. Having said
that, I do (semi-)frequent the Fitness and Recreation Center here on
campus in an effort to assuage some of my cram-a-Five-Guys-burgerdown-my-cram-hole-and-wash-it-down-with-four-nights-of-drinking-a-week guilt. After three and a half years of gym-related malaise,
I have a message for some gym patrons: Stop it.
Disclaimer: I’ve run into plenty of meatheads at the gym who’ve
been nothing but respectful and generally mind their own business.
To these noble students, I say carry on (and please don’t beat the shit
out of me).
The rest of you should know who you are. But just in case you
don’t, here’s a rundown of some gym regulars that could stand to tone
it down a bit.
Guys that wear those shirts with the entire side cut out: Can we
just put a moratorium on wearing these shirts ever again? I’m sorry
guys, but any shirt that even hints at a possibility of me seeing your
nipples needs to be outlawed (this counts for deep v’s too, super hipsters). You realize you’re just a slight fabric tear away from wearing a
poncho, right?
Anyone that wears a fragrance: There’s an unspoken agreement at
the gym — everyone’s going to smell a little funky. It’s the nature of
exercise. The last thing I need when I’m sucking wind after two laps
around the track is a mouthful of Chanel No. 5. Bros, take it easy on
the Axe. Do you know what the combination of body spray and your
body funk smells like? Soup. You smell like soup.
Narcissists: Everyone’s narcissistic, but this is ridiculous. The mirrors are for making sure you don’t hurt yourself, not for checking out
how pumped your biceps are while you’re doing curls.
People trying to get laid: If you fall into any of the above categories,
chances are you belong in this one, too. The only thing more sad than
trying to hook up at the gym is how painfully obvious you make it.
I’m talking to you, guy who waits until the hot girl walks by to bang
out that last set. And you, girl in compression shorts who unnecessarily walks by the free weights. There’s already a place for people to get
sweaty and try to score — it’s called Dead Hipster.
If you fall into any of these groups, pump the brakes a little. It’s demoralizing enough for me to strain and struggle with my 10-pounders (I’m going for tone, not bulk) while Thor is ripping through his
fifth set with the 120s right next to me without having to worry about
choking down your body spray or seeing three-fourths of your man
boob.
Regards,
Nick

BIG
Backhands to the Justice
Department for the flopped
and controversial Operation
Fast and Furious. Obviously
they should have called Vin
Diesel and Paul Walker from
the start!

Big Ups to the Griz Football
recruiters for finding Jeremiah
Kose’s legendary locks, and
locking him in as a linebacker
for next year’s team. We’ll blind
the opposition with beauty!

Thayne Palmer
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Big Ups to Washington
State Legislature for overwhelmingly supporting what
we’ve all been waiting for:
That those disabled parking
hangers be completely visible
through your windshield. (Ha,
you thought I was going to
say something about gay marriage!)

Backhands to Facebook for
going even more corporate by
filing to go public. Keep yer
Wall Street off my Farmville!

Backhands to the foresters. You cut down trees AND
splatter chemical-based paint
all over campus sidewalks? We
get it: You’re getting drunk this
weekend. Settle down.
Big Ups to a Super Bowl no
one cares about. Here’s hoping
for a tie.

nick.gast@umontana.edu
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SEXUAL ASSAULT

SCIENCE
OF DATE-RAPE

by victoria edwards

DRUGS

*For a more extensive guide to resources available for victims of
date-rape and sexual assault, check out montanakaimin.com

SERIES 4/4

ketamine
street names

Cat Valium, Jet, K, Kit Kat, Purple,
Special K

GHB
Georgia Home Boy, Goop,
Grievous Bodily Harm, Liquid
Ecstasy
GHB comes as a liquid,
pill or white powder that
dissolves when added to
a liquid. The drug also has
a salty taste that can be
masked when put in sweet
drinks.

what it looks like

Ketamine comes in a clear liquid and
a white or off-white powder

what it is

An anesthetic used on both humans
and animals. Ketamine is also currently being tested to treat depression. Ketamine is also a “club drug”
used for recreational purposes.

A central nervous system
sedative used to treat
narcolepsy. It is also classified as a club drug used for
recreational purposes.

is it legal?

For veterinary and medical use only.

GHB is legal for the treatment of narcolepsy. Its distribution is tightly restricted.

Causes hallucinations and a person
to have a distorted view of the
environment around them. Increased
blood pressure and heart rate begins
a few minutes after ingestion. Temporary paralysis, nausea and memory
loss are also effects of the drug.

The drug takes effect in 15
to 30 minutes, and effects
of the drug can last three to
six hours. Some problems
induced by GHB include
drowsiness, loss of consciousness, nausea, memory
impairment and slowed
heart rate.

once ingested

rohypnol
Ruffies, Forget Pill, Mexican
Valium, Forget-Me-Pill, Wolfies
Oblong, olive green tablet with a
blue core. When dissolved in a lightcolored liquid, the blue core dyes
the liquid blue. Generic versions of
Rohypnol may not have the blue dye,
and older versions of the drug are
small white pills that dissolve in liquid
and are colorless and odorless.
A central nervous system depressant used for recreational
purposes.

Rohypnol is illegal in the U.S. and has
never been used for medical purposes here. It has been used to treat
insomnia in countries where it’s legal.
The effects of the drug can begin
30 minutes after ingestion and can
last sometimes up to 8-12 hours.
Rohypnol causes muscle relaxation,
loss of motor coordination, amnesia, difficulty seeing, slurred speech
and nausea. When mixed with
alcohol, Rohypnol can be fatal.

how long it stays
in your system

According to the National Drug Intelligence Center, Ketamine can stay
in your system for up to 48 hours.
However, medical professionals recommend being tested as soon as you
think you’ve been drugged to ensure
the most accurate test results.

According to the U.S.
Department of Health
and Human Services,
GHB leaves the body in
12 hours.

Although the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services cites
that Rohypnol can be detected
for up to 72 hours in your system,
medical experts say tests done
within 12 to 24 hours of ingestion
yield better results.

how do people
get it?

Ketamine is sometimes stolen from
veterinary clinics and illegally distributed in the U.S. through smuggling
from Mexico.

GHB is sold on the street
and mainly manufactured
illegally in household operations.

It is often smuggled into the
U.S. from Mexico and Europe,
where Rohypnol is legal.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO
Even though these drugs leave the body at different rates, Director of Curry Health Center David Bell urges victims of these drugs to get medical attention within 12 hours after ingestion.
“If you wait much longer it’s out of your system, and you’re going to get a negative
test even if you were drugged,” Bell said.
You can go to the emergency room and to Curry

if someone you know has been
given a date-rape drug

Health Center to be tested. However, Bell said it
would cost $310 to test for the most common daterape drugs, and a positive result would require a
follow up test, which would be an additional cost.
The drug test at Curry also would not be usable
as evidence if someone decided to pursue a case
against the person who drugged them, he said.
Instead, Bell strongly recommends going to First

STEP, located at St. Patrick Hospital, which provides rape kits that can include drug tests at
no cost. First STEP is also the local expert in
gathering forensic evidence in rape cases —
through a rape kit — that will stand up in court.
The Sexual Assault Resource Center (SARC) also offers support to students who have been slipped a
date-rape drug, even if a sexual assault didn’t occur.
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Montana artist’s life, work revisited
Professors write book without ever meeting
Linds Sanders
Montana Kaimin

Admirers of Fra Dana talk
about her as though they all
knew her.
Stories of Dana’s life are retold with such detail and certainty it is as if Dana took each
art historian and curator out to
coffee and told them about her
hardships. But Dana lived in
the turn of the 20th century as
one of Montana’s most prominent female artists.
Fra Dana is a focal point in
the history of Montana. Her
artwork, gifted by Dana to the
Montana Museum of Art and
Culture, is on display for the

third time in the history of the
University of Montana; the first
exhibit closely followed her donation in 1947.
Accompanying her artwork
is the first full biography “Fra
Dana: American Impressionist
in the Rockies,” coauthored by
UM professor Valerie Hedquist
and MSU professor Sue Hart.
In the year it took to compose
the book, Hart and Hedquist
never met in person.
“If she walked in my door I
wouldn’t know who she was,”
Hart chuckled.
Hart’s chapters focus on Dana’s life. Dana struggled with
living in rural Montana, working as a rancher’s wife. Some of

her recovered journal entries
expressed such discontent that
Hart cried often while writing
her story. “Fra’s story reads like
a tragic novel,” Hart said. “It
helps show students what life
was like for their forebears.”
Hedquist, who was unavailable for comment, critically
analyzed Dana’s artwork in
the book, comparing it to acclaimed artists of that time.
Hart and Hedquist only saw
one another’s chapters once the
book was printed.
Dana’s 36 paintings comprise 0.33 percent of the
MMAC’s permanent collection, amounting to just under
11,000 works of art. But these

few paintings helped shift
the emphasis of UM’s historic
collection away from pioneer memorabilia and Native
American artifacts to fine art.
Dana also donated more than
100 Daumier lithographs and
a couple dozen paintings from
artists such as Alfred Maurer
and William Merrit Chase.
“This show has been years
in the making — years,” director Barbara Koostra highlighted.
Most of Dana’s pieces have
undergone a level of conservation from removing varnish nodules to stretching the
painted canvas to be taut. Tens
of thousands of dollars have

been spent on conserving and
restoring Dana’s work alone,
curator Brandon Reintjes said.
The series of conservations
was made possible by grants
and private donations. Two of
Dana’s paintings need extensive conservation and have yet
to be seen by the public.
The exhibition of Dana’s
work will be in the PAR/TV
building until Feb. 25. The
biography is available at the
Mansfield Library and for sale
in the UM Bookstore.
“What Sue and Valerie did
was to restore the story of the
artist’s life,” Koostra said.
lindsay.sanders@umontana.edu
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Griz vs. Bobcats
Lady ballers to rekindle rivalry
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
Since she’s been in her cradle, Montana freshman basketball player Haley Vining
was always preached one thing
by her University of Montana
alumni parents: Griz good,
Cats bad.
On Saturday, she’ll finally get the chance to travel to
Worthington Arena in Bozeman as the Montana Lady Griz
take on the Montana State Lady
Bobcats in their season rivalry
game at 2:05 p.m.
One of many threats the
Lady Griz (12-9, Big Sky 5-3)
will face this weekend from the
Lady Cats (14-7, Big Sky 6-3) is
the quadruple threat on the inside and outside. Coming from
the perimeter will be senior
Katie Bussey and sophomore
Ashley Albert, while at the
post will be sophomore Chelsea Banis and junior Rachel Semansky. All four of these players have been averaging in the
double digits, and as a whole
the team is averaging nearly 70
points per game.
“I expect it to be a heck of
a battle,” Montana head coach

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Sophomore Torry Hill (2) tries to keep the ball away from one of the Portland State Vikings last Saturday in Dahlberg Arena. The University of Montana
Lady Griz beat the Vikings 78-56.

Robin Selvig said. “We need inside and outside balance.”
Balance is one key approach
for the Lady Griz this weekend.
Coach Selvig said they’re not
focusing on one player from
MSU but need balance on the
inside, outside and defensively.
The team also needs to find
consistency on its shooting. In
the last five games the Lady
Griz shooting percentages have
been bouncing around from
45.5, 26.7, 46.6, 35.2 and 49.2.
Scoring has been inconsistent as well for Selvig’s squad,
going from 88 points in one
game to 42 points in another.
In this hallowed battle Montana comes out on top, leading
the series over Montana State
69-20. During three of the last
four years the teams have split
their regular season meetings,
with Montana winning the last
three seasons in Bozeman.
Teams will be fighting for a
win but also conference positions as more Big Sky games
ensue over the weekend. Montana State defeated No.1 Idaho
State on Thursday night 79-67
and then play the Lady Griz
See RIVALRY, page 6
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Red-hot Griz ready to brawl in Bozeman
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
In the fall, the football team did
it. Now, the time has come for the
men’s basketball team to attempt
the same. Montana (15-6 overall,
8-1 BSC) will look to win in Bozeman Feb. 4 against Montana State
(11-9 overall, 6-3 BSC).
The meeting will be the first of
two this season between the rivals,
with Montana hosting the second
game at home Feb. 25. Montana
heads into Saturday night’s clash
with a four-game win streak, all of
which are Big Sky Conference opponents. The Griz have won their
past 10 out of 11 contests and currently are tied with Weber State for
the best record in the conference at
8-1.
Wayne Tinkle, currently in his
sixth year as head coach of Montana, is pleased with his team’s
performance and says the recent

RIVALRY
From page 5
on Saturday. Monday, the Griz will
play at Idaho State and then later in
the week will host Sacramento State
andNorthernColoradoatDahlberg
Arena.Idahohasbeenabletofirmly
grasp No. 1 in the conference with
an 8-1 record in league play, while
everyone else vies for position in the
standings.
Even with the ever-changing

wins have given the team some confidence heading into the weekend.
“We’ve played well the last couple months and we’ve had success
on the road,” Tinkle said. “We know
we’re facing a tough opponent in
Montana State, but our guys have
learned what it takes to succeed.”
Not only is the Montana State
matchup a fierce rivalry game, it’s a
chance for Montana to add another
conference win to their resume.
“This would be a big win. I think
if we win, it doesn’t necessarily allow us to take a deep breath, but
it causes a little more separation
between the tie for first and third
place,” Tinkle said.
In order to succeed against the
Bobcats, Tinkle says transition
points will be an important aspect
of the team’s offensive strategy.
“When we’re defending aggressively, we get out and get a lot of
points in transition and that helps
take pressure off of our half-court
standings, Vining’s future is reaching only as far as Saturday for her
first Griz-Cat game.
“I think everyone in the conference is pretty even, so it just comes
down to the game,” Vining said.
“We need to just come out and
play our game, not worry about the
crowd or get involved in the emotions of the game.”
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu

offense,” Tinkle said.
Not allowing the Bobcats to have
transition points will also be important for the Grizzlies, who want to
force Montana State to play against
their half-court defense — which
Tinkle believes is the best in the
league.
Montana State heads into this
weekend looking to bounce back
after losing Jan. 28 to Eastern Washington 69–52 on the road. Eastern
Washington improved to 4-5 in the
conference, while Montana State
dropped to 6-3. The Bobcats still remain in third place, just two games
back from Montana and Weber
State.
The game in Bozeman is the final
part in Montana’s three-game road
stint. While on the road, the Griz
beat Eastern Washington 74–60 and
picked up their most recent victory
against Portland State Jan. 29, with a
narrow 69–67 win.
During the second half in Portland, guard Will Cherry reached
the 1,000-point mark for his college
career. Cherry finished the game
with 20 points, along with three assists and three rebounds. Cherry
will matchup this weekend against
Rod Singleton and Michael Dison of
Montana State.
After travelling to Montana State,
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
the Grizzlies will return home Feb. 6
Art
Steward
(1)
knocks
over
Rashad
Green
(13) of the University of San
to take on the Idaho State Bengals in
Francisco while trying to make a basket during their match Dec. 1, 2011. The
Dahlberg Arena.
austin.schempp@umontana.edu

Griz lost 65–62.
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Alison Kearns, Ph.D. student

By Tom Holm
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said he reluctantly turned Kearns away
at first due to lack of funding, but a year
later Kearns asked again and he found it
hard to say no.
“I wasn’t thinking of taking on a grad
student, but she was pretty insistent,”
he said. “Alison tends to get her way.”
Regardless of the futility in searching for a cure, Kearns said she will continue to try in hopes of helping people.
And for as long as it takes to find a cure,
she’ll have a job.
“Since there is no cure, there are
always job offers, which is both
the unfortunate and fortunate thing,” she said.

D

the key is for the drugs to target only
excessive, cancerous growth.
Helping find a cure for cancer is
what Kearns has wanted to do since
childhood, but her career in the cancercuring field began with a more compassionate than science-driven approach.
Her father, who treats cancer patients
as an oncologist in Connecticut, used to
bring her on rounds to some of his patients. He said the best way to heal was
through human interaction.
“At first I was just excited to eat
breakfast at the hospital cafeteria,” she
said. “But I give my dad a lot of credit
because he found that youth and conversation were instrumental in healing.”
After graduating from Pennsylvania State University, Kearns applied for
UM’s graduate program under professor of pharmacy Howard Beall. Beall

* FIND
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*

Nick Gast/Montana Kaimin
Alison Kearns, a third-year Ph.D. student in biomedical sciences, prepares a flask in a biosafety cabinet for brain-cancer
cell incubation. Kearns’ research focuses on pediatric brain cancer and the development of new drugs for therapeutic use.
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unched over a lab desk nestled
in a nook of the Skaggs Building, Alison
Kearns is learning that there is no cure
for cancer.
Kearns, a third-year graduate student
working to earn her Ph.D. through the
pharmacy department at the University of Montana, has been searching for
a cure for brain cancer since she began
her post-graduate work. Although her
work is rewarding, she said searching
for a cure to cancer is like shooting at a
moving target: Every time they get close
the cells mutate and gain immunity to
drugs. Yet, she maintains her optimism.
“None of my experiments are fruitless,” she said. “For every drug we test
we can always learn something.”
Kearns’ work in brain cancer focuses
on a section of DNA at the ends of chromosomes known as telomeres. Enzymes
in cancerous cells lengthen telomeres.
Telomeres do some of this normally,
protecting DNA and allowing cells
to divide. The drugs she and others are testing bind to telomeres
and ensure they never extend,
preventing cancerous cells
from dividing. But because
some division is healthy,
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Our generation has been raised to believe we can do anything we want.
With that principle in mind, we often set out to make the world a better
place. Some of us have wanted to fight international poverty since we
were small children. Others have never seen a need to fly across oceans
to change the world. But can we really do it? Is it realistic to change the
world from Missoula? These students and organizations have set big
goals — goals that aim to make a difference in the lives of others. Many
acknowledge they can only be a small part of the needed change, but they
continue to work toward the ultimate goal of changing the world anyway.
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to stay at her position in Mineral Country
for four years to work off her two years of
school.
Upon her graduation in May, Johnson
will be told what Montana town she will live
in for the next two years. All students must
accept the first location chosen for them, or
they return the stipend. After six months of
unease, Johnson felt confident in her decision to join the program.
“It’s an adventure. I’m excited for
something new,” Johnson said.

N

but knows it is not for everyone.
The need for social workers in rural Montana is immense. Child Protection Specialist
Robin Ferren is the only social worker for
the entirety of Mineral County, which has a
population of 4,223.
“It is very difficult in rural communities
to get good providers,” Ferren said.
Rural communities often resort to hiring
uneducated and under-qualified persons because social workers are rare in these parts.
Ferren can afford to pursue her graduate degree in social work through the stipend program. After graduation she will be required
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Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Andrea Johnson plans to work with high-risk children somewhere in Montana. She is part of the Child
Welfare Training Program, which offers a stipend to social work students who choose to work with highrisk children and do it in a place they don’t choose.
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state, Andrea Johnson plans to change the
world.
Johnson, a 27-year-old graduate student
at the University of Montana, is part of the
Child Welfare Training Program, which offers a stipend to social work students who
choose to work with high-risk children.
For every semester the students receive
the $2,500 stipend, they commit to work in
Montana for one year. The students in this
program sacrifice their freedom to choose
where they work and live after graduation
to be sent where they are needed throughout the state. Only 10 students in the School
of Social Work are currently taking advantage of this federally funded program.
“I think people have structure in their
lives that they’re afraid to leave,” Johnson
said. “But this is a job greater than meeting
our own needs.”
Johnson and others in the program will
provide services to abused, malnourished,
and neglected children and their families.
Whether students are being shipped off
to places like Wolf Point, Kalispell, Hardin,
Billings, Helena, or staying in Missoula,
these students believe their service will
change the world.
“Change anywhere causes a change on a
global scale,” Johnson said.
She and her fellow social work students
believe the children helped by this program
have the chance to be fully functional members of society. Without help, some would
struggle to interact with their surroundings
or contribute to the overall well-being of a
community.
“How can we give back to the world if
we don’t start with the one right in front of
us?” asked Ryan Tolleson Knee, who chairs
the social work program.
While it might be more romantic to travel across seas to help other countries, there
is a huge need here in our home state, Knee
said.
“We have to raise young people with the
responsibility and accountability to give
back to their own state,” Knee said.
He hopes more students will apply for the stipend program,
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plane in northern Asia, she sensed a distinctly different atmosphere. Terry was
suddenly a minority in a country where
her language wasn’t fluently spoken.
Terry was in Asia on a mission trip
with the group Chi Alpha, a Christian
fellowship made up of students from
different Christian denominations
who seek greater fellowship in college.
The program was founded in 1953 by J.
Calvin Holsinger at Missouri State University and has since expanded to more
than 300 campuses worldwide. The fellowship has been at the University of
Montana for 25 years.
Terry, a junior studying linguistics,
joined Chi Alpha as a freshman in
2009. Her father introduced her to the
network before she started college, and

Although missions are a
core part of Chi Alpha, Barnett knows that short missions
won’t bring radical change to the
areas where the group works.
“You’re not going to change the
world in two weeks,” he said. “But you
are planting the seeds in the heart of
people. That could bring a harvest.”
Barnett expressed that missions
have a profound effect on the students
who go. While they may not cause immense change in the communities they
visit, students may decide to dedicate
their lives to missions after such an
experience, which could bring serious
change to the world.
After Terry’s trip overseas, she decided to study Mandarin Chinese at
the college level. She said she hopes to
return to Asia one day to teach English.
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By Candace Rojo

Barnett said, “To get their hearts and
minds in it, and second is to really get
them empowered with the Holy Spirit.”
Barnett expressed the group’s belief
that mission work is not only one person’s power, but also the power of God
working through an individual. The objective of missions is to spread the word
of Christ through actions and witnessing, which can take the form of concerts
or skits that show the works of Christ in
daily life.
Terry went on her mission to teach
English to other college-age students.
She worked to become their friend
through conversations, classroom visits
and small activities.
“A lot of the time we were talking to
people who had never talked to foreigners before,” she said. “In that way it was
nerve-racking to be representing America and what we believe, but we wanted
to share ourselves with them and make
friends.”
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Chi Alpha, Christian fellowship
Terry signed up for it during orientation.
Not long after, she learned about a mission trip planned in northern Asia.
“They had a short video and a representative from the group talk about the
trip,” she said. “At the time I felt a call to
do it, and I started taking action.”
Immediately, Terry bought a passport and started fundraising for her trip
abroad.
Scott Barnett, the director of UM’s
Chi Alpha, said the group has many
types of missions for students to participate in such as mini-missions that are
weekend excursions to Plains, spring
break missions, and larger summer
missions that last two to three weeks.
Missions range from work projects,
such as chopping wood and feeding
the hungry, to relational witnessing
through teaching English and building
relationships.
“We want to expose students to mission opportunities for two reasons,”
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“Who knows what will happen,”
Campbell said, and Perry nodded, smiling, imagining a life in Myanmar.
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Megan Jae Riggs/Montana Kaimin
Marissa Perry and Tyler Campbell talk about the Burmese Volunteer Program Tuesday. They both plan to move
to the Thai-Myanmar border where they will teach English in
hopes of empowering the people of Southeast Asia.
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hey’ve got their immunizations and visas.
The ultraviolet water sterilization pen and
monsoon rain gear are packed. They’re clearing their house out just in case they don’t come
back.
Tyler Campbell, 24, and Marissa Perry, 23,
are born-and-raised Northwesterners. On
March 1, they will head west to teach English
in Thai-Myanmar border refugee camps for
three months.
The two received their diplomas from the
University of Montana last May. Campbell
walked away with a sheet of paper saying he
has a bachelor’s in history with a minor in political science. Today he works the 6 a.m. shift
at Home Depot. Perry’s paperwork says she
has a bachelor’s in political science and two minors — history and French. You can find her
working nights at Sushi Nara. They’re far from
satisfied.
“That’s the thing in Missoula,” Campbell
said, “It’s so hard to find work, especially with
our degrees. You’re not going to get what you
want right away, so you’ve got to get out to get
where you want to be.”
It all began in a Model United Nations class
when Campbell and Perry first met. They
traveled to New York City for the National Model U.N. conference where
they represented Myanmar. They
placed in the top 10 percent of
the 200 schools attending
the conference.
This was the

beginning of their relationship and an intensive study of the tangled history of Myanmar,
a country previously called Burma. The plan
was to move to New York and someday work
their way into the U.N. But a few months ago,
they decided to head overseas to see the conflicts they’ve studied for themselves.
“It’s time to go to a place with real issues and
real problems,” Campbell said. “New York can
wait.”
With the Burmese Volunteer Program
they’ll teach English for three months to people
who have fled the violence of ethnic cleansing.
Campbell and Perry will likely work with the
Karen people, a religious and ethnic minority
in Myanmar. Some 160,000 Karen are thought
to reside in refugee camps just across the Thai
border.
Though they will only be there three
months, Perry said she wants to contribute
what she can when teaching because knowing
English empowers people in Southeast Asia,
especially women.
“English is seen as a thing of status,” Perry
said. “It’s not really known how important it
can be to making it in the world. Jobs at call
centers are coveted. For a woman, it is a way for
her to be financially independent.”
After three months volunteering, Perry and
Campbell plan to backpack around Southeast
Asia before returning home.
The two admit they’ve considered not coming back. From a downtown coffee shop, looking outside at the frigid Montana winter, they
think about working for the U.N. in Southeast
Asia. Soon they’ll be there, among hundreds of
thousands of refugees.
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By Amy Sisk

A s a 7-year-old, Wai Wai Tun remem-
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raising events throughout the year, including Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF on Halloween and a dinner in November.
The University of Montana student
group’s efforts have not gone unnoticed.
Griz for UNICEF has won several University awards, and it’s been featured in UNICEF newsletters twice as a spotlight campus
club.
Tun attributes the group’s success to its
diverse background — more than half of
its members were born outside the United
States. She’s wanted to give back ever since
first grade, when she received school supplies and books from the organization in
Myanmar.
“We have seen in our country how UNICEF has helped in education, children’s
vaccinations and medication,” Tun said.
“We have seen it before, so now we
want to help.”
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provide water to one child for 40 days. This
year, funds will support Togo, Vietnam,
Mauritania and Cameroon.
During the Tap Project’s second year
in Missoula last spring, the group raised
$4,000.
But teaching the next generation about
water accessibility is just as important of a
goal for the group.
Belabassi went to Missoula elementary
schools last year to talk about the project
and plans to go again. The children told her
that when they ask their parents for candy,
they usually get it. They didn’t realize that
elsewhere in the world, children ask for water and can’t have it.
“It was a wake-up call for them — they
were so mature and so responsible,” Belabassi said. “I didn’t know if I should break
into tears hearing that. It was so sweet.”
She hopes outreach inspires youngsters
to take part in the project and others like it.
Griz for UNICEF hosts several other fund-

f

O
f
r

Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Griz for UNICEF Co-President Wai Wai Tun brain storms a list of local Missoula restaurants with other UNICEF volunteers
Tuesday evening in the University Center. Once they’ve selected restaurants, the volunteers will ask the restaurants if they’d like
to participate in the clean water project by asking patrons to donate a dollar for a glass of water served in their establishments.
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bers walking to her community’s well every time she needed water.
She lived five minutes away at her
aunt’s house, but for others in Myanmar,
the journey takes more than 40 minutes.
Here in Montana she simply turns on
a faucet.
Yamina Belabassi, who was born in
France to Algerian parents, recalls similar
trips to the village well when visiting family in Algeria.
“Many kids get together to get the water, like we’re going on a field trip,” she
said, adding that she took showers while
standing over a bucket to collect the water.
“That’s how I realized how important water was and not wasting it.”
Now the two women are helping others gain access to clean water. As co-presidents of Griz for UNICEF, they and 25
other students are gearing up for the Tap
Project, part of a nationwide movement to
reduce the number of children who die of
water-related diseases each day from 4,100
to zero.
When a customer orders water at a
participating restaurant March 19-25
during World Water Week, he or she
can make a donation. And a dollar goes a long way. According
to UNICEF, that dollar can
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ON
THE
TOWN
first
FRIDAY
Dameon Matule
Montana Kaimin

THE FINAL FRONTIER
Frontier Space was never
meant to be a typical gallery. In
fact, the art it displays probably
would never hang in the Dana.
University of Montana fine art
graduate students Nathan Tonning and Will Hutchinson created it because they felt Missoula
needed alternatives.
“We came here and realized
that Missoula had culture but
no spaces to show alternative
art,” Tonning said. “Most galleries want to hang something
and wait for it to sell. We wanted
something where artists could
take over and embrace the space
on their own terms.”
Tonning said Montana’s bless-

ing is its isolation, but that’s also
a problem for bringing in new
art. Frontier Space was created
with the goal to bring an outside
perspective to Missoula.
“We’re interested in showing
young and emerging artists who
are on the edge,” Hutchinson
said. “It’s a nontraditional gallery, so we want art with a nontraditional approach.”
So far the idea has been successful. Other students have gotten involved with the gallery,
and they plan on keeping it open
after Tonning and Hutchinson
move on after graduation.
Frontier Space is just off the
typical First Friday path. It sits
in the alley between Sean Kelly’s
and Sushi Hana. During openings, appetizers and drinks sit
outside so people can mingle
into the small room.
Now in its 15th show, the gallery has brought in art from all
over the country. “Strata” by Chicago artist Daniel Braid will premiere at Frontier Space tonight.

WORK IT
If clothes are more your style,
check out Selvedge’s Project
Selvedge fashion show. Similar
to “Project Runaway,” amateur
fashion designers have one week
to create new designs and then
show them off at a live fashion
show each Friday. Every week
one designer will be eliminated
until there’s a winner.

SAY CHEESE
The Brink Gallery is featuring “I pass by,” a series of photographic silkscreens by Penn-

sylvania’s Benhamin Lee Sperry.
Sperry’s conceptual and narrative
style deals with a wide variety of
themes ranging from young ambition to uncertainty and desire.

ANAWADA?
The Artists’ Shop gallery is
presenting “See what the first
hath wrought: Wood-fired ceramics from The Clay Studio
Anagama Kiln.” Local artists
will be displaying their pottery
and sculptures from the last
firing of the Japanese Angama
kiln. The wood-fueled technique
is labor intensive but can create
extraordinary results.

SOMETHING’S FISHY
Liquid Squid is bringing a
mix of painting, fashion design,
dance and music with its new
theme, “Skin, Canvas & Cloth.”
Featured artists Suzanne Shope,
Rick Phillips, Joy French, Cynthia Knutsen and Geoff Pepos
are displaying their talents every
half hour starting at 6 p.m.

ALSO FOR YOUR
CONSIDERATION
Bring your Droid or iPhone to
Computer Central’s smartphone
interactive exhibit of changing
technology.

The Dark Room is showing
“Wakeful Impressions” by photographer Stuart Garney.
See Missoula sculptor Maryann Eikens’s wildlife bronzes at
The Mood Boutique.
The Tides Gallery presents
“Reel Time: New Photographs by
Carmine Leighton,” a timely exhibit about infamous moviegoers
from past and present.
UM alum Cait Finley is showing new work at Le Petit Outre
about some of the world’s strangest animals.
dameon.matule@umontana.edu
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No guys allowed: Women’s groups
provide social, athletic environment
Emily Downing
Montana Kaimin
On a Tuesday evening in
late January, the Montana
Dirt Girls, a Missoula-based
women’s hiking and biking
group, carefully navigated Blue
Mountain’s ice-covered trails
in the moonlight.
Only a fraction of the group
— four out of the 150 women
on leader Julie Huck’s email

www.

MONTANA

KAIMIN

list — had shown up for the
icy hike, but conversation was
abundant.
“Politics, religion and sex
are what we talk about,” Huck
said. “And food … a lot of food
conversation.”
Ranging from a new recipe
for nutrition bars to wildlife
encounters to the Republican
primaries, the banter made it
clear the hike was about more
than just getting outside.
Huck, who works for Adventure Cycling, started the
group in 2001 after she and
a few of her friends realized
there wasn’t a mountain-biking
group in town where entry-level riders would feel welcome.
She said women are more likely to help and wait for beginners because of a more relaxed
environment.
“A lot of gals who come
are high-level riders, but they
come out to socialize,” she said.
“Plus, you get a great workout,
too.”
Like the Dirt Girl excursions,
gender-specific activities all
over Missoula provide women
with a relaxed and social environment in which to practice
their sports of choice.
Lisa Wrobel, who works as a
clinical laboratory coordinator
for the University of Montana’s
pharmacy program, spends her
Friday afternoons taking ski
lessons through Snowbowl’s
For Women Only program. It’s
not the skiing itself, she said,
that makes the program special

— it’s the chance to be part of
a group of women interested in
the same thing.
“It’s nice because you walk
in and feel comfortable,” Wrobel said. “You act differently
around women you don’t know
than around guys you don’t
know.”
Missoula’s climbers have
similar opportunities, with
women’s nights at both the UM
climbing wall and Freestone
climbing center. At Freestone,
the wall is always open to both
genders, but women climb at a
discounted price on Thursday
evenings.
Freestone instructor Carson Wilde said Ladies’ Night
attracts women who are more
inclined to climb in a female
environment.
“Climbing’s an obscure
sport and it’s power-related,”
Wilde said. “It’s something
(women) can do really well in
but they can often be intimidated by the competitive attitude a
lot of guys have.”
Elizabeth Fricke, the manager of the UM Outdoor Program, said they started having
Women’s Night at the Fitness
and Recreation Center gym in
2004. The Outdoor Program experimented with guys’ nights
as well, she said, but it was the
women’s night that received
the most positive feedback.
Other classes the Outdoor Program has offered for
women, like kayaking, have
received similar enthusiasm,

Fricke said. She also said she
hopes to organize a women’s
backcountry ski trip in the future.
“(Women) love the energy
and the dynamic they have
there,” Fricke said. “For some
reason, women feel safer and
less inhibited.”
When the Dirt Girls take a
break from their Blue Mountain hike to wait for a member
to navigate a particularly slick
section of trail, it’s obvious the
group provides a particularly
supportive environment. Kim
Gordon, a member who participates in as many of the group’s
weekly outings as possible,
said biking, hiking or skiing
with women is just different.
“Our abilities are similar,
whereas if you add a bunch of
outdoorsy guys, you wouldn’t
be doing it together anyway,”
Gordon said. “They’d be way
up ahead.”
Huck, who also rides with
a coed biking group, said the
all-women atmosphere may
not be for everyone, but it does
provide some variation when
training for a sport. With women, she said, the goal isn’t so
much to compete against others as it is to push your own
limits.
“There’s no competition, really,” she said. “You get to experience the outdoors in a really fun, supportive environment
but push yourself beyond your
comfort zone, too.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu
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JUST FOR

THE LADIES:

women-only

ACTIVITIES IN MISSOULA
UM CLIMBING WALL
Women’s Night
Wednesdays, 9-11 p.m.
February-March
$5 for equipment,
includes instruction

FREESTONE CLIMBING
Ladies Night
(men welcome)
First Thursday of
every month, 5-10 p.m.
$6.50 for women/
$5 for women students
SNOWBOWL
For Women Only
(six-week ski/snowboard lesson program)
Fridays, 1-4 p.m.
Jan. 6-Feb. 17
$111.00 for pass holders, $185.00 for six
half-day tickets
MONTANA DIRT GIRLS
Check their website
mtdirtgirls.tripod.com
or their Facebook page
for dates and times of
weekly trips

Montana Kaimin
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All you need is two.

the Boxcutters

Brooks Johnson
Montana Kaimin

Boxcutters make sounds bold
enough to convince you that two
is all it takes.
The diversity of songs from
something so simple — just a
voice, a guitar and a drum set
— is a testament to the talent
and passion guitarist/singer Bill

Birkenbuel and drummer Abe
Jindrich bring to their shows.
“Really, you want to make
They might have thought
sure your music has soul to it,”
And You Will Know Us By The
Birkenbuel said.
Shoeless Singer was too long.
It would be easy to tell you
Two words ought to suffice, as
these guys have a genre-specific
the only two members of the
sound, but they don’t. It’s funky,
catchy and just plain old fun.
Essentially, they sound like
two dudes having a great time
playing rock and roll. The chemistry on stage is visible, audible,
captivating and dance-worthy
throughout the set.
There are the blues
riffs and the soulful grow
(with occasional falsetto) of
Birkenbuel’s voice, backed
up by a consistent and often
syncopated rhythm.
At the same time, there’s
the kind of pseudo-twang
that makes you feel like the
sun’s setting on a windswept hill
… in the middle of the city. Then,
suddenly, you hear the kind
of classic rock that sounds like
you’re driving an old Camaro
through the country.
“We’re all over the board,”
Jindrich said. “I don’t want every
song to start to sound the same.”
Meeting and playing together
in a previous band, Pluto is a
Planet, the Boxcutters formed as
a side project for the two friends
and eventual roommates. They
played house shows when Pluto
was on break. When that band
broke up, the duo got devoted.
They took third in Sean Kelly’s open mic contest last winter
Photo courtesy of Cathrine L. Walters
The Boxcutters perform outside the Top Hat last summer. That curly red and were anointed winner of
cord might just be the band’s secret third member (and the roadie might be KBGA’s battle of the bands in
June. The band has expanded
Birkenbuel’s shoes).

its repertoire, playing shows
around town with local and
touring acts.
They opened for the Sick Kids
XOXO CD release party at the
Wilma Theatre in December,
and the two proved they could
fill the theater as fully as the fivepiece they preceded.
“That was a gnarly place to
play, it’s just loud,” Birkenbuel
said.
Though they’ve contemplated
adding a bassist or keyboardist

Motown and soul collection,
while Morphine, Led Zeppelin
and Hillstomp inform Jindrich’s
fills.
But mountains and space
affect their songwriting even
more.
“Growing up in Montana was
as big an influence on us as anything,” Jindrich said.
Looking forward, they’re
scheduling a blitz of shows before Jindrich takes off to Argentina for a few months, and
they’re hitting it even
harder when he returns.
They’ve
recorded
some tracks — new and
familiar — at an “off-thegrid cabin up Mill Creek
Road,” and plan to hold
an album release party
$5, 21+ May 12.
The timing, they said,
to round out the sound, the Box- will be perfect — graduation
cutters will remain a duo for the that afternoon guarantees a rowforeseeable future.
dy crowd wherever they play.
“We were just tired of putAfterward, they’re planning a
ting up with egos and personali- 10-city western tour to promote
ties — having to deal with all of the album, and from there have
those different emotions from all no intention to slow down.
of your bandmates,” Birkenbuel
Tonight, they’re opening for
said.
Last Watch — featuring John
“It’s just simple,“ Jindrich Johnson of Hillstomp — and
said.
McDougall, a one-man powerIt isn’t just the two-man as- play. It’s 21 and older at the Palpect — but it’s safe to claim the ace for those so inclined, and the
Boxcutters are Missoula’s Black Boxcutters think you should be.
Keys.
“Every show is fun — our
“I can’t deny it, but I don’t energy is there,” Jindrich said.
think our sound is that close,” “Once we get playing, it’s all
Birkenbuel said. “We try to hit smiles. So if I can make a living
the whole spectrum.”
doing that, that’s what I’m lookTheir influences obviously ing to do.”
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu
go beyond the hard-blues duo.
Birkenbuel takes cues from his

Check it out!

Who: The Boxcutters
Where: The Palace Lounge
When: 9:00 pm
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Saving lives or stopping criminals
Nonprofit designated driving service lends a hand to curb DUIs

Michael Beall/MontanaKaimin
Kevin Sandberg, Ucallus founder, leans against his Lexus outside the Oxford on Thursday night.

Michael Beall
Montana Kaimin
It was dusk, and a storm was
building in the western hills,
blocking the sunset. The road
was filled with remnants of
crusted snow and ice, but that
didn’t stop Kevin Sandberg.
“Ucallus Designated Drivers,” Sandberg said, answering
his cell phone for the third time.
It’s the same intoxicated woman
who’s been calling for the past 15
minutes. “Addison Street? OK,
we’ll be right there.”
His 1996 Lexus sedan navigated the snow-packed road like
a toboggan, and in less than five
minutes Sandberg pulled up to a
young woman smoking a cigarette. She stumbled in the slush
and ice and reached the car.
“Sorry, I’m kinda fucked

up. How much money do you
need?” she asked.
“It’s a donation-based service.
Whatever you think the ride’s
worth,” Sandberg said. “You’ll
need to put out your cigarette.”
“OK, it’s out. Hold on, I need
to call someone.”
“Sweetheart, first you need to
tell me where to go.”
She made her call anyway,
and Sandberg patiently waited
as she discussed the rest of her
night over the phone.
“Sweetheart, I need to know
where we’re going,” Sandberg
said, raising his voice.
“We’re going to Albertson’s
on Reserve.”
Ucallus, a nonprofit designated-driver service, is Sandberg’s
brainchild. When it launched
last October, it had been four
years in the works. Financial

backing finally came in the form
of his friend and now business
partner, Jim Fragnito.
The donation-based nonprofit
is a way to combat the capitalist
market, and it’s working.
In October Sandberg was
lucky to get 60 calls a week. Now
those same 60 calls come in a
single busy Thursday or Friday
night, and locals are starting to
notice the Ucallus name and
magnet on the sides of their cars.
Drunken driving is a continuing problem in Montana, with
6,664 citations for driving under
the influence in 2010, and 1,300
of those in Missoula County,
according to the local DUI Task
Force.
The task force’s strategy is
twofold: providing education
and prevention programs while
increasing patrols in search of

impaired drivers — a balance of
hard and soft power.
“Kevin’s program is a whole
new approach,” Lonie Hutchison, the Task Force’s coordinator,
said. “All other attempts have
fallen by the wayside.”
Hutchinson has watched the
Public Service Commission require a hearing to discuss if a
town can support another taxi
service each time an alternative
arises.
But Sandberg found the loophole — an interesting clause stating that if a company is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit, it would be exempt
from Public Service Commission
jurisdiction.
“They want to call it a loophole, but it’s been sitting there,
just no one’s ever used it,” Sandberg said.
Sandberg, a former Yellow

Cab employee, applied for nonprofit status in March 2011, but
he wasn’t safe from the commission’s regulations and inevitable
fines until he was finally federally approved on Dec. 6, 2011.
Ucallus got their first cars on
the road on Oct. 1, 2011, but criticisms swarmed from Sanberg’s
former employer (Yellow Cab)
and the Public Service Commission.
“The PSC has its own cop,
and one drove down from Helena to issue me a $500 ticket and
told me to stop doing what I was
doing,” he said. “Well I didn’t
stop, and he came back and gave
me another one.”
Some may call his business
communism, but Sandberg calls
it the right thing to do. If customers are out of cash, their ride will
be the same quality as someone
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open window. “You pick
drunk people up, right? You
save peoples’ lives. Thank
you guys. You guys are the
shit.”
The DUI Task Force expects DUI statistics to keep
rising, but Sandberg has a different take on the numbers.
He thinks they’re due to
a legal crack down and that
drivers are at the discretion of
the officer. “You don’t have to
blow a .08 to get a DUI. If you
have it on your breath — bam
— you’re going to jail.”
It’s approaching midnight
Michael Beall/ MontanaKaimin
on
a busy Thursday — almost
Kevin Sandberg at his house and temporary office Thursday night. As grants and
bar
rush. Mike Grafft, Ucaldonations continue to come in, Sandberg is looking to expanding his business to the
lus’s top driver and former
rest of Montana and opening a permanent office.
Yellow Cab employee of 17
phy goes that if they’re happy a donation system because it
years, has a Bluetooth headset in
with the service, the tip will be could make it more accessible for
one ear in contact with his son,
worth more than a concrete fee.
students.”
Aaron, the other driver tonight.
“It’s another option for peoA young man coming by
His other cell phone is buzzing
ple,” said Linda Green, the Uni- Sandberg’s sedan at the Broadas he attempts to keep up with
versity of Montana Health En- way Hoagieville last Wednesday
tonight’s customers on his cliphancement coordinator. “The echoed her thoughts.
board.
more options the better. I think
“Hey, hey, how does it work?”
“I’m not after their customit’s great they’re operating on he yelled through the Lexus’

ers,” Grafft said. “Yellow Cab
can still take people to the stores,
take them to the airport and
take them down to Hamilton.
I’m here to get the drunk people
home and the drunk people safe
— bottom line.”
Ucallus is planning to put
five cars on the road. They’re in
the process of acquiring a fourth
car and hiring two more drivers.
Their vision is toward the rest of
Montana — Bozeman, Butte and
Billings — where similar DUI
cultures are present.
“There are too many drunks
out there at two o’clock in the
morning for Yellow Cab’s four
cars and the two Green Taxis to
do enough damage,” Sandberg
said.
Ucallus drove 126 safe trips
on a busy New Years Eve, but despite the success, 16 DUIs were
handed out that night.
“That’s my whole gig. To help
these people not be criminals
and give them another alternative,” Sandberg said.
michael.beall@umontana.edu

MISSOULA ALTERNATIVES
TO DRUNKEN DRIVING:
YOU
Some bars are part of the Task Force’s
designated driver service. Be responsible and designate one. You will be
entered to win a $100 gas certificate.

UCALLUS 406-880-1673
Designated driving service 24/7, and
they’ll take you back to your car in the
morning. Donations suggested.

Yellow Cab 406-543-6644
Operates 24/7 in a 50-mile radius.
Zone fees $5.50 and up.

Green Taxi 406-728-8294
The environmentally friendly alternative. $5 pick up, $2.50 a mile.

UDASH
The late-night shuttle that runs every half hour from campus to Lewis
& Clark to downtown from 7 p.m. to
2:42 a.m. Students ride free with Griz
card.
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PARTING SHOT

PISSED?

PLEASED?

PETRIFIED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of
300 words or fewer to
opinion@montanakaimin.com

or drop them off in
Don Anderson Hall 208.
Please include a
phone number. Letters are
printed on Thursdays.
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
Chi Alpha members join in with the final song during the Christian Fellowship’s meeting “Pursuit” on Wednesday evening.

The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.

FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek
Cabins 251-6611.
HELP WANTED
Spring & Summer Writing Internships
with the Elk Foundation. Are you
interested in elk, wildlife conservation,
hunting and outdoor adventure? Want
to write for a magazine with a 180,000+

montanakaimin

Office Staff

kiosk

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

PERSONALS
Spit tabacco is not a safe alternative to
smoking. Need help kicking the can?
Curry can help. CHC 112
I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM “I am
trying to quit. I don’t want to be around
it!” - anonymous UM student
Live it to Lose it! This seminar is open
to all students, faculty and staff, and will
help you practice daily lifestyle actions

that move you towards health, weight loss
and well being! Thursdays 5:30-7:00 Feb.
9-March 29. To register call 243-2833.
SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2011. Student discounts! 136 E.
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
A+ Writing & editing help. $3.50/page;
15min. Free Consult. Wendy: 396-4544

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

circulation, a TV show seen in 31 million
homes and a website receiving 170,000
hits per month? Bugle magazine at RMEF
is your ticket. We offer unpaid internships
that give you the chance to boost both your
skills and resume while writing for print,
broadcast and the internet. To apply, email
cover letter, resume, and three writing
samples to jobs@rmef.org

AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Kinsey Netzorg
Lauren Hall

INSTRUCTION
Basic wildland fire classes. 406-543-0013
LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Didn’t get what you wanted out of
college last semester? Want to become
a leader and change your life? Want to
get an education and not just a degree?
RUSH KAPPA SIGMA FRATERNITY!
mtkappasigma.com 406.880.2796

Katie Gullickson

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Ian Fletcher
Kelton Enich
Kara Naftz

Ashley Oppel

PRODUCTION
Lynn Campbell

OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnson

